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Emerging Stronger:

A Year of Hope
and Perseverance



A Letter from Chris Tonniges,
President and CEO of Lutheran Family Services

OUR MISSION

Lutheran Family Services expresses God’s love
for all people by providing quality human care
services that build and strengthen individual,
family, and community life.

As I reflect on 2025, one word rises above the rest: perseverance. From navigating
unexpected funding cuts in our Refugee and Immigration programs to expanding
Behavioral Health services, this year tested our resilience and our commitment to those
we serve. Thanks to the steadfast support of our community, we didn’t just withstand
these challenges—we emerged stronger.

To everyone who stepped up with funding, thank you. Your generosity made a real,
immediate difference. The Refugee Response Fund, in particular, allowed us to pivot
swiftly during a critical moment for our organization.

Change remained constant throughout 2025. Our growth in Behavioral Health
programs required operational shifts fueled by our Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinic (CCBHC) certification of two hubs in Fremont and Lincoln.

OUR PROMISE

We promise to walk alongside every person we
serve, offering hope, healing, and guidance on
the path to strength and self-sufficiency. Our
work includes the following umbrellas:

Employees have been central to this progress. Last year, we welcomed talented professionals whose
innovation and dedication are helping LFS reclaim its leadership in regional social services.

And the road ahead is promising. With the launch of the CCBHC model of care in Nebraska, we are
positioned to deliver measurable, sustainable impact—strengthening our ability to provide the Safety, Hope,
and Well-Being at the core of our mission.

Behavioral Health - Trusted Care for Mental
Well-Being.

Children and Families - Helping Every Child

LFS enters 2026 with gratitude, momentum, and purpose. Together—with your support and the commitment Feel Safe, Supported, and Loved.

of our remarkable staff—we will continue to change lives, strengthen families, and uplift communities across
Nebraska and Iowa.

A

Chris Tonniges
President and CEO

Immigrant and Refugee Services - Guiding
Every Journey with Dignity and Hope.

/
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A YEAR OF IMPACT 19.026

rvices Deliver o - ,
In 2025, LFS served _ Se ces e e ed e +1% Secondary migration case management: 50

oo « 6.3% Military and Veterans Services: 303
15,662

T Eaane T « 5.2% Mental Health First Aid Training: 251
INDIVIDUALS

fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff » 7% Officer and Workforce Wellness: 337
fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff -« 2.3% Mental Health Education: 112
ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff « 3.3% Crisis Intervention Training: 185
Many participants accessed more than
one program, resulting in a total of
19,026 services delivered.

I caaae -+ 41.8% Community Navigation: 2,017
;- 30.3% Smart Gen Society: 1,462
;~=2.2% Other training: 108

0.2%
SERVICE AREA 14.4% Root and Rise

B Behavioral Health
9,505
Children and Family
1,910

B Refugee and Immigration
(Community-Based)

2,743
R Root and Rise (Dana Village)

43

Others Served
4,825
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A Year of
Perseverance

The year 2025 brought significant changes for our Refugee and Immigration Services. Following shifts in federal policy under the
new presidential administration, the volume of work available through our Reception and Placement program decreased sharply. After
placing 1,296 individuals in 2024, our team welcomed only 110 refugees in 2025.

This abrupt reduction in arrivals created both operational and financial challenges. Thanks to the generosity of many donors—most
notably the Smith Family—LFS received a combined $1.1 million in support, allowing us to maintain essential services despite the
disruption.

Even amid a dramatically altered landscape, our team continued to walk alongside newcomers, offering a range of high impact
programs throughout 2025:

Refugee and Immigration
Clients Served: 2,372.

Extended Case
Management

246

Reception and Placement
(was 1,296 in 2024)

Global Roots------ 15.3

Individual---*
Development Accounts '

English Language Learner--+

Preferred Communities

Services for Afghan Survivors
Impacted by Combat (SASIC)

2,743

Refugee and
Immigrant Services

Delivered . Global Language
H Solutions

Employment and----
Workforce Services

Immigration
Legal Services

SERVICE AREA
B Economic Empowerment B Immigration Legal B Resettlement and
and Stability Services Case Management
1,510 512 721

In 2026 we will lean into our employment, legal, and education programs for this service umbrella.
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2025

It was an exciting year for our Behavioral Health team. In addition
to preparing for CCBHC, we also saw client number growth in the
following areas:

Children’s Services alsc
saw growth: ®

T T T
Family Centered Foster Care Fatherhood
Treatment Initiative
*Started Nov 2024




Family-Centered Treatment
Keeping Families Together When It Matters Most

Lutheran Family Services experienced extraordinary growth and impact in
Family-Centered Treatment (FCT) during 2025, reflecting both rising community
needs and the strength of this evidence-based, trauma-informed model. FCT

is a nationally recognized, home-based family therapy designed to stabilize
families in crisis, prevent unnecessary out-of-home placements, and support
safe reunification when separation has occurred. Unlike traditional clinic-based
models, FCT works with families using intensive engagement, practical skill-
building, and around-the-clock crisis support. The approach focuses on restoring
safety, strengthening attachment, and addressing the underlying causes of family
disruption rather than simply responding to symptoms.

In 2025, LFS’s FCT program delivered results that clearly demonstrate the
model’s effectiveness:

86% of children

experienced positive placement outcomes.

- 75% maintained placement safely in their current home.
- 7% were reunified with family.
- 4% remained in their original care setting.

Only 14% required out-of-home placement, reflecting the program’s strong
preventive impact.

Families reported meaningful and lasting change:

- 80% reported significant improvement in family functioning.

- 20% reported moderate improvement.

- When asked whether “What we learned in Family-Centered Treatment has
improved our family life,” 33% strongly agreed and 58% agreed.
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These outcomes align with national research
demonstrating that FCT reduces the need for
foster care and stabilizes families facing complex
challenges across child welfare, behavioral health,
and juvenile justice systems.

The impact of FCT at LFS was matched by
remarkable growth in program reach. Since its
start in November of 2024:

The program grew from serving just

4 families at the end of 2024
to serving

164 families
by the end of 2025.

This expansion reflects increased referrals, strong
system partnerships, and LFS’s commitment to
scaling services that keep families together whenever
it is safe to do so. FCT’s flexible, home-based

design allows services to reach families who might
otherwise struggle to access traditional treatment,
particularly in times of crisis.

Family-Centered Treatment embodies LFS’s mission
to build and strengthen families during their most
vulnerable moments. By meeting families where

they are, FCT helps parents and caregivers rediscover

their capacity to create safety, connection, and
stability for their children. As demand continues
to grow, LFS remains committed to expanding
access to this proven model, so more families ca
stay together, health together, and move forware
together.

Where

Do Your Dollars Go?

Revenue by Source

$30,179,733

Contributions/Private
Donations

$4,306,458

B United Way
$368,684

B Government Grants

$15,550,407

R Private Grants & Payors

$8,748,993

B Investments/Other

$1,205,191

Operating Expenditures

$31,104,729

Fundraising

9

Opérational
Support

Programs
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Partners
in Perseverance

Andrea Adams

George Albin

Janet & Bryan Barnard
Frederick Barnhill
Nylene Bartels
Brandon Becker
Susan Beeghly

Bizco Technologies

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Nebraska

Bluestem Health

Dana College Alumni and
Friends Association

Darlene M. & Reuben T.
Swanson Foundation, Inc.

Doris Bockelman

Rev. Kristie Bohac & Daryl
Bohac

Linda & Bruce Boles
Jed Brunken
Ryan Burger

C.C. & Mabel L. Criss
Memorial Foundation

CL Werner Foundation

Calvary Lutheran Church of
Swede Home

Carlson West Povondra
Architects

Chandra Chacon
Charleston Homes
Children’s Nebraska

Barbara Chrisman
Marcia Colombo
Cox Communications, Inc.

Corporal Daegan Page
Foundation

CQuence Health
Jacquelyn Crowley
Norma & Wes Daberkow
Linda H. Daugherty
Dixon Family Foundation
William & Rae Dyer
Alice Epstein

Farm Credit Services of
America

First Lutheran Church

First Lutheran Church
Outreach Fund - Oakland, NE

FNBO - Omaha
FNBO - Lincoln

Fremont Area Community
Foundation, Inc.

Grace Evangelical Endowment
Fund - Omaha, NE

GraceHill Lutheran Church

Greater Grand Island
Community Foundation

Jason Hagan

Hawks Foundation

Daniel Hamann

Heartland United Way, Inc.
Kenneth & Kathryn Heine
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To our incredible donors and partners—thank you. Whether you've served on
a board, sponsored, volunteered, participated in events, or contributed in-kind
gifts, your dedication makes our mission possible. We are truly grateful for your

unwavering support.

Helen A. Pearson Charitable
Trust

Christine Hill

Thomas & Linda Hoegemeyer
John Hoich

Holland Basham Architects
David & Denise Hunzeker
Immanual Vision Foundation
Mary Jarboe

JMN Construction

Larry Jobeun

Sean & Tracy Kenney

King of Kings Lutheran
Church

Sean & Tracy Kenney
Jake Kinney

Marian Koester Estate
Anne Konen

Kountze Memorial Lutheran
Church

Lexington Community
Foundation

Lincoln Community
Foundation, Inc.

Lozier Foundation

George & Sandra Lozier
Lutheran Church of the Master
Carla & Lonnie Mahrt
Mammel Family Foundation
Scott & Denise McLain
Patricia Meierhenry

* Funders listed contributed $5,000 or more.

Megan B. Morrow

Mutual of Omaha Foundation
Joyce & Richard Myers

Cathy Nachreiner

Nebraska Synod ELCA

Dr. Laura & Mr. Bradley
Nielsen

OCI Insurance & Financial
Services

Dale Olson
Dorothy & Tom Pflug

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church

Kay Reiman

Mike & Cassandra Remmenga
Norm & Joyce Riffel

Del & LaRue Roberts

John & Denise Rohwer
Rupert Dunklau Foundation
Norman H. Sack

Salem Evangelical Lutheran
Church

Salem Lutheran Church -
Fremont, NE

Maxine Sarvis

Sherwood Foundation

Scheels Sporting Goods

Joan Schwien

Sid Dillon Chevrolet - Fremont

Donna & Coyner Smith &
Family

Arthur Sorensen & Vicki
Wehrmann-Sorensen

Francis Sobetski
St. Michael Lutheran Church

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church -
St. Paul, NE

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church -
Omaha, NE

St. Thomas Lutheran Church -
Omaha, NE

Dave & Eileen Stirtz
Marc Stodola
Matthew Taylor
Temme Foundation

Thanksgiving Lutheran
Church

David & Sally Thomsen
Greg & Nancy Thrasher
Thrivent

Christopher & Lindsey
Tonniges

Jane Tonniges
Tyson Foods
Union Bank & Trust

United Way of Dodge &
Washington Counties

United Way of the Midlands

United Way of South Central
Nebraska

Valmont Industries, Inc.
Vandeberg Family Foundation
Robert & Christine Versaw

Steve Wake
Wake Charitable Foundation

Washington County
Community Foundation

Dean & Teresa Way
Bill Wehrmann
Kara Weishaar

Ivan Wellman
Weston Foundation

William & Ruth Scott
Foundation

William E. & Rose Marie Davis
Foundation

Max & Linda Williams
Toby & Lisa Wilsey

2025

Foundation Board
of Directors

Dr. Rev. Bill Moorhead,
Chair

Donna Dostal,

Vice Chair

Gaye Lynn Schaffart,
Treasurer and Finance
Chair

Mayura Latenser
Chris Leaver
Timothy W. Miller
Jay Nitz

Jim Pflug

Kathryn Pflug
Mike Remmenga
Kirsten Soneson
Max Williams

2025
Board of Directors

Reverand Richard Snow,
Chair

Annie Adams,

Vice Chair

Tiffany Henn,

Treasurer and Finance
Chair

Thad Call,

Governance Chair

Jason John,

Audit Committee Chair
Miranda Watson,

Past Chair

Chris Tonniges,
Secretary (voice, no vote)

Mary Ann Borgeson
Megan Connelly

Dr. Mark Foxall
Stacy Gutschenritter
Jason Hagan

Jason John

Kerry Kernen
Brenda Smith
Andrew Verneer

COYNER AND DONNA SMITH CENTER




Lutheran Family Services

for the well-being of all people

OnelFS.org

7929 West Center Road | Omaha NE, 68124 | (402) 342-7038



